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The secularist principle in question is erroneous for this further reason, that It falsely distinguishes duties  into duties  of this   life and  duties which pertain to another life.    That is not a distinction which can be reasonably defended.    If there be a God, the duties which we owe to Him are duties of this life.    If there be a future world, it Is OUT present duty to take full account of that fact.    On the other hand, all our duties are duties to God, and the way in which all our duties are discharged will have an influence on our eternal destiny.    There is thus no absolute separation possible between secular and spiritual duties ; and still less can they be rationally opposed.    A man who neglects any of his so-called secular duties must look for God's disapproval.    He who would live a truly pious life must work the works of integrity and uprightness, of benevolence and mercy, of temperance, prudence, and industry.    A man will surely not do his duty in and for this world worse but better because he feels that God blesses his efforts In the cause of truth and goodness ; and that when the labours of life are ended, he will, if he have acquitted himself faithfully, enter not into utter annihilation but into eternal happiness.
It is, then, most irrational and improper advice to tell a man who believes it even probable that there is a God, or that there is a future world, that he may be comparatively heedless of his duties